QUICK INSTALL GUIDE - WinPCSIGN

Letter, Basic and Plus versions.

1) Be sure to close all open programs and insert the CD-
ROM program into the CD-ROM or DVD drive.

If the autorun is active you will see the following
screen. Select wished working language.

Sign Making Software

Bienvenue
Welcome
Bienvenida

Langue frangaise.

—y
English language .
e —

Lengua sspafiola

2) The following screen appears, If you wish to install
WinPCSIGN program click the INSTALL button.

Multimedia Training
Culter Operations

Documents

Contact Us

install Adobe Acrobat

Printed in Canada 1



3) The following screen appears, click the button “Install” to
begin installation and exit presentation.

‘ Install WinPCSIGN

5 BCSIGN software
and stop this

. Hation

P —

4) If the Setup.exe has been successfully selected, the
following picture will be displayed. Confirm the selection of
the language of installation if necessary. Click Next to
continue.

the krigusge for the stelsin hem fhe cheices below.

Fiench Starcrd)
Spanch

5) Click Next button to continue.

WinPCSIGH Letter 2005K - InstallShiald Wizard (]

Welcome to the InstallShicld Wizard for
WARPCSIGN Letter 2005K

Th Instalts ik Wizand il insall Wi FCSIGN Lot
‘2005K on youn computer, To contiue, cick e




6) The installation program will show you our Software

7)

8)

license. Please take the time to read this licence and click
“l accept”. If you choose “l do not accept”, setup will
close. To install WinPCSIGN program you must accept
this agreement to continue and click Next

WInPCSIGN Letter 2005 - InstallShield Wizard
License Agrieement b ‘

Flast ead the loloving fcerce agresment carsluly

Soltwars Licance Agisemert for WinPCSIGH Sotwate, a
Agreamant pretaried by Sig MAX Enmarprsa inc,

e -
and Signman which nchadels) compbes scltware and may e anine of leclionic

meche ared it matmsals ['SOFTWARE PRODUCT" or “SDFTWARE")

th Tk Tek 2020 €D anc
coreichon of Py, Sepi Mt a
@ 1 ccovnthe toms o e hcere egrzement )

(@)1 o o accept the 1ems of the Sosnss agieement

The installation program needs the user name and the
company name (both fileds must be filled)

WinPCSIGN Letter 2005 - InstaliShield Wizard

Customen Information “
Piesce snter you rbomaten.

Please ener pour name and fhe nasme of the compary forwhich you wcrk

User Name:

Compary Hame:
P2

A full installation requires 315 megs of space on your hard
disk, a personalized installation asks much less space.
Click the type of wished installation and click the Next
button.

WinPCSIGN Letter 2005K - InstaliShield Wizard

Setup Trve !‘
Selectth sehup lyps 1o rstel

Click the tye of sshup you prefes,thersclk Hest

©Twieal  Pogamwd

O Canpact Program wil be st i miviaam et i

©) Custom tartal
s




9) Click Install to continue.

WinPCSIGN Letter 2005K - InstaliShield Wizard

Ready to Install the Progtam . 4
R S ——

Chiok Inetal 4o begin the inetlsion

11 you wan 10 exiew o charge click Back
the wizand.

e e e

10) Click the Select USB key

Install Key Driver X
Install the drivex for the secuity Key
Flesss select yous Secuily Key
O Select Paralel ke © Sekect USE key

11) WinPCSIGN Letter2005K is configuring your new software
wait until complete

ome to:

| \I TN )
WinPCSIGN e 5 - InstaliShield Wizard

Setup Status




12) When the installation screen Complete, click Finish.

InstaliShictd Wizond Complete

The Instalshiskd Wizas 3
Lelher 2005, Cick Fush bo axk e iz

Frush

13) You can register your software by Internet if your
computer has Internet or to fill the registration card.

Product registration X
Thark youfor yous inferestin WirPCSIGN Lelie

Plaaze chooze one of the folowing registration aplicns:
(@ Riegister Now [Frequired an intermet connectian]
€ Fil nd mal us the tegistiation card inkided in your package.

1f yous choose rol o regisler your version, you wil be unsble fo gan acoess fo

Technieal suppoit

- Updates and athes pioimotions

Congratulations, your installation is ended,
Continue on the page 6 “ Before to run the program”



If it doesn’t start, the autorun is deactivated, use one
of the following 2 manners.

Insert the CD-Rom Program in the CD-Rom drive,
double click on My Computer icon, then from this
dialog box double click the CD-Rom icon.

This action is going to start the presentation, to
continue now installation.

{ J ‘ Yvon Robert

BTt o,
it 2 212
Start MyComputer uy?e) Letter (5]
Do click on your CD
or DVD drive.

OR

Your WinPCSIGN program CD-Rom must be in your
CD or DVD drive.

- Click on Start in the toolbar and choose Run

Type d:\Program\Setup in the dialog box and press
Return.

The D:\ drive is where your CD-ROM is located. If,
however, the letter for your CD-ROM drive is not D,
type in the appropriate letter. Follow on-screen
instructions to finish installation, accept default.



Before to run the program:

@ To run the program and use a serial connection you need
one free USB port on your computer to install the security
key (dongle). To use a USB serial adapter you need a
second free USB port.
1) Proceed to the installation of the WinPCSIGN software
2) Install the USB key see step 2
3) If you use an adapter, install the adapter driver
normally it is on CD-ROM supplied with the adapter,
restart your computer and install adapter on available
USB port, Windows detect a new hardware and finish the
installation.

‘\2\‘ Security key installation (dongle). (See also page 41)
You can install anytime the security key, no driver to

install or search, just place the ]
security key (dongle) in a USB port. . S )
This can be done when you select

USB key in software installation or
/3> anytime before running the program.

"~ Run the program

To run the program click the WinPCSIGN icon on your
desktop or use
Start / All Programs / WinPCSIGN




How to setup your cutter:

Before to set your cutter for WinPCSIGN, you will have to
know what communications port will be used.

According to the cutter and the computer you can
configure in Serial or you can use a USB converter and
use a serial configuration in WinPCSIGN software. (Com1
to Com6).

Run the WinPCSIGN software and from the Setting
menu, click on Plotter Codes

' WinPCSIGN - [WinPCS1]
Bl File Edit View Draw Text Took EBitmap Shape Btdyel Window Help

D|D-a| |E‘ é‘j| & Brush | Pen L

rﬁ.x.é.%.ﬂ.‘a.'&sew" L

k| e Line guides M
—] Snap

* 1 rid o
3 Page

T ] Unit

N

j % 1 w Powerful computer  ONJOFF

¥l 3

<|| 4

Then from the setup plotter window click on Add/Remove.
Locate your plotter model, select it and click on the arrow
to place the plotter in

Add]Remove active plotter the visualization

|5§Jr7%‘3ner o w.indows.to the right.
Finally click OK button.
o] [ ceel
[ Setu pltors & Use the Com port
— teniied m he Do

Manager. Click
Accept/Save button.
If you use a USB serial
converter check port in
the Device Manager and
configure with this port.

cceptiSave

g
]



To test the equipment:

Draw a square or a rectangle on the working page.
Click on the cutter icon, this will open the Cutting Control
Panel Press the Start button.

Panels e [12000 | Mirer [~ Selectedabiect [~ Sendto fle Start
™ Rotate ¥ Advance
Condl - I~ Weedng [~ Weedal  SUSYR et |
Cond2 v Length x Height
Options Al colors «| m 5> | VinglSize: [1642 % 1068 Stop cutting

To enhance your cutting quality:

Click the Options button in the Cutting Control Panel
Enter a value 0.125 or 0.150 for the weed value
Also checkmark the box for Start Point Orientation.

o Checkmark the
7 o _* | blade orientation
ot B sty == function.

015

5 I~ Cutine panel
Paneloveilsp: [0 I Sge

10 <

Knite Difset IX_SP point orientation

Feading malesial
I™ Antiblock when unrool materiel

123456789 123456789
plishai il
Speed pen UP Speed FD

Engraving
Depth ZDown : o Height
e
0 Staoe20: 17 zup: [0 Z5tep: [100

ZDown uP

Number of
! ! T it 1

=)

Click OK button and exit from Cutting Control Panel so
that the changes take effect.

The blade offset function allows you to compensate for the
slope of the edge of the blade.The advantage of choosing

a good offset value is that letters have square corners and
are easier to weed because the vinyl and adhesive will be

totally cut.



How to setup a PromaCut cutter?

There are two manners to connect a PromaCut cutter to a
computer.

1) Use the serial cable supplied with your cutter, connect
on the cutter and to the computer.

2) Configure cutter's model.

3) Configure in serial mode (Com1 , Com2 , Com3, Com4)

Setup plotters E|E|

Active Plof F:
| PC-360 j | Communication | | Commands |
‘ P | | Welocity | ‘ Hardware |
Port : Baud Rate :
— I AcceptdSave I
= [ =800 |

| Cancel |

For computers having no serial port you must buy and
install a USB-Serial converter.
1) Choose a converter

similar to the Belkin FSU409 g

product. J— -

2) Install the USB-Serial

converter on a free USB

port.

3) Windows found a new hardware and needs to install a
USB driver, this driver is on the CD-ROM supplied with
your USB-Serial converter.

4) Once the driver installed, remove the CD-ROM from
your CD-Rom drive and restart your computer.

5) Use the Device Manager to verify the serial Com port
used with the converter. (Com1 to Com6).

6) Configure your cutter by using the same serial port used
with the converter.



7) Connect the serial cable supplied with the cutter to the
converter and to the cutter, you are ready to test your
installation.

USB-Serial adapter installation (Step 2 to 7 page 8)

Found New Hardware Wizard

Welcome to the Found New
Hardware Wizard

Wi il et crerd et sty
o

CanWindkows carvvec to Windowes Upddate 1o search for
scitware?

O Ve s ine rly

gy time | comact a device

Clck Net b continue.

Click No, not this time, and click the next button. Next
screen indicate where Windows will find the USB driver,
generally this driver is on the CD supplied with your USB -
Serial adapter. Finish the USB-Serial adapter installation.
In order to check installation and the COM port number for
this adapter, go to Start, and clickon My Computer and left
click on Properties. Click on Hardware tab and then click
on the Device Manager button. Click on the plus sign next
to Ports (COM & LPT) Under this heading you should see

How to reach the Device Manager?

Start button, Control Panel, double click the System icon
2x]|
s camsnins Crove > sees | Click Hardware Tab

Device Manager
=& The Device Manager lsts all the hardware devices installed
\“{ on pour comguter. Lse the Device Manager bo change fhe

properties of ary device. . .
[ ] Click Device Manager
button.

Dirven Signing lets you make sue thatindaled divers are
u

hom windows connects o Windoves Update for divers.

[ Dvesignng | [ WindowsUpgate |
Hardware Profie:
2o Hardware profles peovide & way for you to set up and store.

gl dtforens hardhwars corfiuratins

Hadwate Pioies |

=




Click the plus square to expand the selection and note the
port used with the USB adapter driver. (Configure COMX
in the software not USB) in this example Com3.

Fie Aton Wiew Help

- B FE 2 A =R

B
+ i Computer
4] < Disk crives
#- @ Display adapters
¥ 2 DVDJCD-ROM drives
'+ i) Floppy disk controlers
? Floppy dsk drives
#1 i1 Human Interface Devices
#1 {23 I0E ATAJATAP controllers
#) o IEEE 1394 Bus host controllers
¥ > Ke
1T Mice and other pointing devices
= @ monkors
= B Network adapters
B 1394 Net Adapter
B IreelR) PROJ100 VE Metwork Connection
Reakek RTLA139 Famiby PCI Fast Ethernet MIC
T Ports (COM & LPT)
7 Belin Seril On U8 Port (COMS) <@
~F Communications Port (COM1)
Communications Port (COMZ)
- ECP Privker Port (LPT1)
USB Serial Part (COM6)

# ), Sound, video snd game controliers
% & System devices
4 8 Universal Serisl Bus controllers

Select the line of the adapter, press the right mouse
button, select the properties of the selection. Click the tab
Port Setting and makes sure that parameters are
identical.

If these parameters are different change them, click the
button advanced to see various Com available.

Belkin Serial On USB Port (COM3) Properties

e —
General ((Port Settings [Wriver | Details |

Bits per secand: £ 9600
Paity None
Flow contiok [Nane  <———al Hardware

I[ Advanced.. ][ Restore Defaults ]
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How to calibrate your cutter?

Procedure to calibrate a cutter using the WinPCSIGN to
change the final size.

1) Use a piece of vinyl to cut a rectangle 12 inches of
length by 8 inches of height. (300 x 200mm)

2) Cut the rectangle using reduced speed and normal
production pressure.

3) When ended, measure exactly the length and the width
rectangle dimensions.

4) By default the PromaCut vinyl cutter uses 1000 steps
per inch or 30 steps by mm also some cutters uses 1000
steps per inch or 39,37 steps per mm, to bring correction
on one or two axis make following calculation for each
axis.

In calculations below use 39.37 according to your
PromaCut cutter

Factor for X Axis: 39,37 x Length from the drawing

Length measurement obtained from the cutting.

Factor for Y Axis: 39,37 x Height from the drawing

Height measurement obtained from the cutting.
Calculate using 2 decimals.

From WinPCSIGN software:

Setting Menu/  Plotter Codes
Commands button
Other commands Tab

Resolution X (type appropriate factor using 2 decimals)
Resolution Y (type
appropriate factor using 2
decimals)

. Factor must be around
Py 39.37 default value for
o PromaCut cutter because
39.37= 1000 steps per
inch.

E3

Setup commands

Cormerch Dt commands | Specss commands |

Stan comnee

I O T = |

13



My first work...

To begin a work click the icon Win PCSIGN Letter present
on the Windows desktop. Click the button Win PCSIGN to
begin, click the button Close of the screen Tip of the Day,

you are in the working screen.

If you begin to define your working page and to choose
metric or English unity. Any time you can change the
dimension of your working page.

Setting

Document| Save Uit /Page | Vectarizaion | Snap |
Unit of measur Sign page:
" em

wifza
 paints © picas || H:[2¢
Coamel Coom | Eomecn 5]
fooo || [ gser [ [

Use the page jusification fonction on
‘ * Sign " Printer |

TrueTypefontheght |
(r-‘ Uppercass Uppet/Lower case |

Reset

Ok | A | s | Ae

Two working modes :

To configure the working page according to the
dimensions of the sign to be realized

To configure the working page according to the width of
the vinyl used to avoid losses, to choose a arbitrary
length page of 2 or 3 times the width of the vinyl.

Not to forget to choose unit of measure.

To write a text.

Click the icon T present in the tools bar to your left, move
the mouse cursor on your working page and click.

Type the word Hello

By means of the mouse click the selection tool in the
tools bar at your left, click the text which you typed.



To change the font or the height of the font, click the icon
F at the top of your working screen.

F

"1" ueType Cutting Vip Store

s || e psen|
Hello
o

|l 3.000
He_llo, inches

The height of the font is defined with the letter N capital
letter of the alphabet. This menu allows to use the cutting
fonts and the TrueTypes and Adobe fonts present in your
computer. Furthermore it allows to change height.

Transformation Menu

Press the letter H of your keyboard and compare heights.

= Transfom =
Postion

= . 3.059
inches

Hello

Transformation measure the
box, round letters are bigger.




The transformation tool measures the selected object, it
is the measure of the box of the selected objects.

If your cutter is configured, you can cut now. For this
prepare your cutter, power ON, vinyl and...
Click the blade icon which opens the cutting control panel

B[]
Panels Mam oo000 | M [ smn:@ I~ Sendtofile
I” Rotae ¥ Advan
P g ) )i R
st ~] @ rw;@ I~ weedal a3 2| & J

Length « Height

-
Options Al eolors : <« .@ 3> | Vil Gizec |1460 » 1821 Stop cutting

Cutting control panel

Allows to choose :
Cutter selection (if 2 or more available)
Cuttiné; speed selection or pen speed**

- PromaCut, configure the speed on cutter panel.

Blade pressure if cutter has this function**
- PromaCut, configure the pressure on the cutter panel.
Weeding box activated or not

Movement of the cutter head in the end or at the
beginning of the vinyl

Allows to cut by selection of 1 or several objects
Allows to cut objects by the color of their outlines
Allows to verify the vinyl alignment.

Effective vinyl width.

@00 @PO®E

Cutting control panel [Zﬁ
Panels il [20000 II: :mnl F i:uadohieu [~ Sendtofle
Pressire: [100 T Aetun
Faslest ~ ol = %
T I T Wesdng I~ Weedd 2@ |
Cutlast Length » Height
Dptions All colors ﬂ [} L] Vi Size; [1460 x 1821 Stop culling
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How to delete the WinPCSIGN registry key

Removing a program is sometimes useless, unless you
erase the registry keys. To reset the original settings use
the regdelete utility.

To use this utility program- Go to Start, Programs,
WinPCSIGN Identification of the version, RegDelete

@ Help for WinPCSIGM Letter 17.0E

"m Unlnstall

2% WinPCSIGN Letter 11.08

M wWinPCSIGN Registy

Attention: This program erases only the WinPCSIGN
register key and not the program.

You can also use Windows Explorer and from
C:/Programs Files/SignMAX/WinPCSIGN xxxxx found
RegDelete Program and double click on it. (Also on the

original CD Program) %ﬂ Reglelete axe

Registry key removal program

We found more than one verzion of WinPCSIGH, pleaze
chooge the right werzion

WARPCSIGM Lether Femaove |
WINPCSIGM Letter
WiInPCSIGM Letter Exit |

WInPCSIGM Letter
&l AR TE 178 WinPrsiEh

-
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How to reach logos.

Ll |

Two ways : The first screen by pressing the logos button orin
the working screen by clicking the logo icon.

g ¥ WinPCSIGN - [WinPCS1 *]

ﬁ]FiIe Edit View Draw Text Tools Bitm:

DIDlEII %I'-I-al S|

To see the available logos, use the down arrow and

go to Signmax.

Double click on image to see the st of logo

N ¥ €

T/

Free logos in the program

[Copaaie 4 8|C DJ€|F|G )1 4|k L{M{N|0 PlaA|s T|u v]wx]Y 2] Ot

o reach the logos on DVD Visual

@' ionary

llogos Store

In the Sign Max store, click first icon at the top of the screen
to see contents Animals of North America.

S
LY




Contents of the file Animal North America

14 Sigedeiee 6 2.8 Sridecie 95

- T ow IR

i

[ J -||‘-

Ve
3-0  Bignas e 512 4-0 Sl ise 57

You have 3 ways to buy: using the Internet or by calling up

directly to 514-644-5147 or using the Internet at
Wwww.signmax.us

|

WO o e meee

Al

e By using the Internet you will receive by E-mail your logos

|.°-\---r.-pm Tetsdsmeers
*Compary: [ TPoaialddi [TF Tecmtias

o s

Pl [F1IRT

C Obmiory @ Coate P [TTE 3]

Pers s [F1 it 7177

_m.“" 5] _oww |

5 wiFRBGY
Iudrq—t T | g

Cinch o rter
Enremniies. Moty [ =] vem: [rer =]

This Vi o kit s b edba st
Te—

Bl [




Before calling up, have your credit card ready, give us the
access code and we give to you the password, type it in
and click the button BUY.

“foum order
Mama Rerresin Pis:

Aapic 1157, pic 1 a0

Tela § ’

To receive pous pesswoed immadiately phones Sion Mas = [514]

SAESIAT ond gve e obowig scoess coded o [amz [
E Pasawoed: I—

oo |

You have 3 choices to purchase :
a Use Internet to place your order and to receive
your logos by Internet using your E-mail address.
@) - call us directly at 1-514-644-5147

@- Visit the site www.signmax.us

This allows to pay by credit card an immediately
obtain the password to unlock the logos on your HD.
(24/7) Complete automated process and security

20



You can reach the Internet directly from your WinPCSIGN
software to purchase passwords for logos any time. You
can also buy logos which are not present on your CD or
hard disk.

(3) visit www.signmax.us to:

- Save on long distance phone charges

- Day and night 24/7

- Secure transactions

- To obtain passwords to unlock logos on your CD or HD

- To buy the other logos which are not present on your CD
or your hard disk.

STGNEVITN 2 and Large Print Farmatt!

AT - ES Al

M=
=

Conpeeste

AL EBS AL EBS

Huay 3 group of Loga 1|

- —
e LY [EY Y

[ p—1
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How to search for a logo.

Click the logo search icon. This opens the q
L

search tool menu.

|+ Find by key word

1 Keyword 1
T

For betten resub doutle click on keyward il 4
T Match simian werds : a

oA L
1FC
Allwords & 100F
Animal 123
Border 1E00L
Car T8¢
Cattoon TBVALVES
Caution 10RT
Charecor 10RT CHANNEL [0LD)
hes 28
Constiction ™ |2s ~
400 KeyWerd B
See Resul o
- ice
.?"&: I~ Add
¥ Preview

Type in a Key Word window. Example: 4 Wheels

|'+ Find by key word

KeyWoid
FoogRn | 4| Newsewch |  Options Close

I Match s Fos betes result double click on kegwiord
I or SIGNS [ROAD.SYMEOLINDICATION

TOURIST SIGH

TRANSPORT

TRUCK

]

Conshucton L]
5 Key'Wod

[~ $200
I™ Add

Iinuﬂud fot =>4 whesls. Resul(s) --> B

dvhess  Pictogram  Signs (Road Symbolindeationd]  Tourst Sign ¥ Freview

AMTOPictograme. pic

Click the See Result button to view the found logos. If you

wish to buy click the BUY button.

22
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How to use FontsFinder.

1 Scan a business card or a document so the final height
lettering is 2 inches in height (50mm) at 200 DPI.

hemn I Final scan around 2 inches
height for the n letter.

Black and White Scanning

Macpherson

Color Scanning

BOEEGGE

r

_.r’-

Huwwe rmarch H-::I-:hl 5 plmct
ﬂ el Forts | 45 Buy bord namm |

2 Using the magic wand vectorize one or two significant
letters of the word.

3 Using the selection tool, select a vectorized letter and ask
to the software to find one or several fonts which match
the selected letter.

24



BOEEEG

it e

4| 5| ? B Il-l - I Puariaci Hatch l I

Vi all ez | 35 Bugelin e

“

FontsFinder found up to 20 fonts containing character “n
identical to the selected letter. Now you have 2 options:

1) View the most likely font (higher percentage) or the
most likely fonts

2) Select another character with the selection tool and

continue search among fonts already found for a better
match or a confirmation.

| Fomt tearch

HOEEEEE DOEEERE|
i efafs (i ”¥:§ ;
J|IEDEOACONDEEEE 3

0 0MEE ANEERE S

T oy e | rnia | e | oo
Samchurg s ' ﬂ s oll b | $5 By loninare |

ABCDEFGHIIKELMNOPQRS
abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwl!
90

You can buy the font name or you can continue to select
letters for a perfect match up to 50 selected font
characters to replace vectorized characters. In the Pro
version characters extraction is free and font identification
(font name) is free.

25



Perfect Match allows to extract up to 50 characters of the
selected font

In black the original vectorized
“n” letter, in red the “n” letter
extracted with Perfect Match

You can buy the font name or the Perfect Match
characters.

Use Sign Masx FandFindes in professicnal

| Idertity the font name, reaich pefacthy e zelection by the addition of
salected characiers for anky 35

To recene your passwond mmedistely call Sign Maes st (514)
B445147 and give the following access coda:

@ oo [

charachars will b |02 during the

ocivation of a new search.

26
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Or to buy the name of the font and to get it using Internet
or through your authorized retailer

You can buy the font name or the Perfect Match
characters.

27



How to create a file in Adobe lllustrator and to
import in Win PCSIGN software.

Save your lllustrator file using Save or Save as ...
e [ EEEEEE

1 vene select ﬁ Graphid ai ﬁmse_v\alal ﬁ roze_ver'd
| wiewietd ﬁﬁlaahiﬂ & l:an:lse wesdai & 'ﬂruse‘l ai
1 'win PCSIGN ﬁGra:\hnﬂ aa ﬁmee_verﬁ.al ﬁ‘:\mklena'u

ﬂclusﬂ ai ﬁﬁl:uh'ujt:'l ai IﬁIUUB_WE_di
gﬁogmﬁleﬁmia grnte.al %rose_\-‘er?.al
Fonte aigong & rose_ver10.ai Toge_verd.al
K| | i
Tvpe: issiratos (7.41) =] Cancel |

o

Save your file in lllustrator version 8 or less. If you save in
version 9 or 10 uncheck the boxes creation of a
compatible PDF file and do not use the compression file.

Compatibiity: [Tistrator 9.0 = e 1
Ihestirator 10
options Ihstrator 9.0 Cancel I
¥ Create
Istratoe 7.0 Razat I
- Ihsirator 5.0
¥ Erben 4 lstrator 50055
Iesfrator 4.0
I+ U Ngstrator 30432
-
-
-
O F
=
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How to create a file in Adobe lllustrator CS2 and to
import in WinPCSIGN software.

1) Open the file created by Adobe lllustrator CS2
2) Select the text to be exported
3) Click the menu OBJECT, select EXPAND

- e

e I o i S E Sl o

|"een

VOLVO

V i

CARS AND TRUCK

EXPAND menu display, select OBJECT AND FILL and
click the OK button.

CARS AND TRUCK

Now you are ready to save
e — =51 | your file in Ai format.

Fanls e

| e File / Save as
Deactivate all elements of

oticrs

Dlcreste o compatoe Fie Options.
i Click the OK button.
gz(mvmu\

You created a Ai file import
this file in your WinPCSIGN.
See next page “How to

— import in WinPCSIGN”

9 T Dacuman Raster Efects eschubion 72 oo o s,

Transparency

29



From Win PCSIGN import a file format Al or EPS by using
function File import .......... File (EPS,AI)

Elu Edt Mew Draw Tept Jook Bimap Shape Selting Window Help

Do B 4| F| s|®| x|
Lloze

Save CHisS
Savess.. ] 1 g

Capture scieen AlC

Select souice

fequie

Digtal cameraz  Pluz and Pro Vessions #

| oot O G
! Expait CHE
1

Send... IMAGE

- LLIN

Sign M&logos sl FLT. BPE
File import HE
| B [ 3ot = o g SIEE

Giaphi2 a gm_ma a Elns:_vnf al
Giraphicl. sl te_verdsi si 1oeel. 80
Grahicla s T roce_verS.ai B Stickienamed &
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From the directory containing your file, select the file to be
imported, if its in vector format, click Vector button. If its in
raster(photos) format click bitmap

or Bitmap ¥

Flease select the conversion mode

Bitmap |

If round letters or circles seem segmented,

from the shape menu use function break all
and redraw the screen. This will restore the
curvature of letters. If segments or lines are
roamed use the move point tool and double
to click objects to be corrected

.
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How to convert an image?

- Manual conversion (All versions)

- Automatic B/W conversion (Plus and Pro versions)
- Automatic color conversion (Pro version only)

Digitize your image by using the scanner functions The
larger the image the better the conversion will be.

You can digitize in black & white 1 bit per pixel, or digitize in
color.

Parameters to use :

- Black/White drawing or color drawing (Solid colors only)

- Enlarge the selected zone as much as possible - 200 to
800 % works well.

- Digitize using 200 or 300 dpi

Bimap Shege Seling indow Help
Corree Lo image w7

g
i
LY

S O sogEn Ak

e
un)
e

-~
|

m ¥ Automaic Vectoizabon Plus and Pro Verson

WinPCSign Regular Letter Software has no automatic B/W
conversion however image must be digitized in 1bit pixel
(B/W) if you have an color image or a black & white image
in 24 bits, you must use the function “Change Resolution”
to reduce the image to 1 bit per pixel. Make sure you set
Dithering Pattern to None
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Change the resolution and to reduce gradually to 1
bit per pixel and set Dithering Pattern to none.

Bitmap rezolution
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When you have a real 1 bit black and white image, use
Bitmap, Vectorization, Automatic click on the image and
the conversion process will start.
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When the image is finished being converted to
vector format you can edit or modify individual paths
by using the drawing tools.
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Manual Vectorization (All Editions)
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Use the magic wand and click each part of the image you
wish to convert to a vectorized (cuttable) object. When your
finished, select all vectorized objects and use the simplify
paths function to help remove unwanted points.
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Using the simplify paths function a few times will help reduce
the number of unwanted points making editing easier.

When finished you can edit or modify individual paths by
using the drawing tools.
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Automatic Color Vectorization. (Pro Edition Only)
The color vectorization is the easiest to use.
When digitizing your image - use the scanners functions to
enlarge the image as much as possible. The larger the
image, the better the conversion will be.

You can scan in color at 256 colors, 8 bit, 16 bit, or 24 bit.

Parameters to use :
- Color drawing (Solid colors only)

- Enlarge the selected zone as much as possible
200 to 800 %

- Scan using 200 or 300 dpi

From the Bitmap Menu select Vectorization / Automatic
Vectorization.
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Use the Posterization Function to reduce the number
of colors you have to work with. Using the magic
wand - click on the scan image once. The conversion
process will begin. It may take a few minutes
depending on the complexity of the image.
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Once the conversion is complete you will have a vector
object that is ready for cutting. It may be necessary to
correct some of the lines and arcs using the editing tools.
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Questions ?

Where to find help and training on the Win
PCSIGN software.

Multimedia training on the blue CD-Rom. It contains more
than 100 movies.

A complete WinPCSIGN software manual in PDF format
on the CD-Rom.

An E-Book software manual on CD-Rom. It is accessible
from the Start Menu. Programs, WinPCSIGN XXXX, Tools

Paper booklet accompanying the software cd’s.
The Help Menu in the WinPCSIGN software.
On the Internet at www.signmax.us & www.vipstudio.com

E-mail support  signmax@signmax.us
Vip@vipstudio.com

How return the cutter head to the origin
Or start point (0,0)

In the cutting control panel uncheck the box Advance after
cut.

How to check vinyl alignment before cutting.

From cutting control panel, click the white vinyl align
button. The vinyl cutter will unwind the quantity of
necessary material and will return to the origin point
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Questions ?

How to restore the text parameters after rotation
or writing on a circle or on a path.

From the Text Menu select Clear text transformation

How to write vertical text.

Use the Fast Writing function (CTRL T), in the box - type
the first letter and press Enter, type the second letter and
press Enter etc.... for the other letters. Justify in the centre.
Choose height and click the button OK.

You can change the font, the height and the spacing
between letters by using visual text spacing or
mathematical spacing between lines using text spacing.

I can not see my drawing in the cutting control
panel or objects are missing.

If an object does not appear in the cutting control panel:
the lines are white or you have an image - only vector
objects are seen by the cutting control panel. To display a
vector object containing white lines you can use wire
frame function.

You can also right click on the object to see its properties.
Check to see if the object is an image or a cuttable vector
object.

In the cutting control panel images will not display and will

not cut. You must convert them to vector objects in order
to cut them.
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How to Place Text on a Path?

From the Text Menu use function Place Text on a Path
after selecting both the text and the path.

Write text on p... [E3

How to correct weird letter ?

The blade offset value is set wrong. See page 7
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How to use function to fit a text on a circle ?.

=
'S 1) Draw a circle by using the tool encircle, not
confuse with the tool ellipse.

2) Type your text and to adjust height and length

- 3) Select the text and the circle.

TEXT

From the menu text use function place a text on a circle.

Adjust the circle radius, and choose the position of the text
on the circle, click the button OK
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Questions

I keep getting an error message that says that the
cutter cannot be initialized-check the
configuration.

You have to configure your cutter in the configuration menu
by using the serial port Com1 to Com6 and the serial cable
supplied with the cutter, certain cables have an end for the
computer and an end for the cutter. Using USB serial
adapter, you have to install the USB driver for your adapter
you will find a CD-ROM supplied with your adapter.

Setting Plotter codes
Check the active plotter and the port selected.

I obtain ERROR FONT

You have to erase of the Win PCSIGN directory the file

" Document .sav ".
C:\Program Files \ SignMAX \ WinPCSIGN Basic 14E

This can be taken from their web page, the edges
are not straight and | can not see the drawing in
the cutting window..

f;%?am te Ant-alinsing

Images for Web are small and 96 or 72 dpi, they have no
quality and must be digitized in the screen. Use fonts to
reproduce them.

An image cannot be cut it does not contain vectors (lines,
arcs or curves) it has to be vectorized or transformed into
vectors. Save the image in BMP or JPG format to import in
WinPCSIGN Basic
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From the Device Manager, (See page 9) you can verify if
the key is installed, here is two screen showing absence
and presence of the ROCKEY 2 key on a USB port.
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Notes
WinPCSIGN Letter [ Basic [1 Plus [
WinPCSIGN Version Number :

Letter version password:

Cutter’s Model :

Connection type :

Serial Com Port (Com1, Comz, etc..)

USB converter to Serial (Com1, Com2, Com3 to Com®6)

Sian M bsi .

VIP Studio website www.vipstudio.com

Dealer information :

For the support and training on our products, visit our

Forum in the www.signmax.us site, also view movies on
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